
Appointments announced by Governor Cuomo the week of January 12th involving NYS DHSES: 

John Melville to serve as Commissioner of New York State Division of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services. He is currently serving as Acting Commissioner. Mr. Melville previously 
served as Chief Investigator at the Orange County District Attorney’s Office from 2012 to 2014. 
Prior to that, he spent 31 years a sworn member of The New York State Police, holding a 
number of positions including most recently Deputy Superintendent of Field Commander and 
Superintendent. Mr. Melville has a B.S. from SUNY Cortland and an M.S. in Criminal Justice from 
SUNY Albany. 
 
Kevin Wisely has been appointed Deputy Director Office of Emergency Management for 
Field Operations, having previously served as Onondaga County Department of Emergency 
Management Commissioner and has 30 years of emergency services experience. Mr. Wisely has 
a B.S. from Oswego State University and a M.B.A. from Lemoyne College. He is currently 
enrolled in the in the Associate of Applied Science Emergency Management degree program at 
Fredrick Community College. 
 
Kamilah Smith has been appointed Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security. Ms. Smith 
previously served as an Attorney Advisor at the Federal Emergency Management Agency since 
2011, and was an Associate at the law firm Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP in Los Angeles, CA 
from 2007 to 2011. She received a B.A. from Clark Atlanta University and a J.D. from Boalt Hall 
at the University of California, Berkeley. 
 


